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Sometimes, somehow, the seemingly impossible becomes possible.  After struggling for the past four years to keep Alliance University moving forward, the following stars came into alignment.

1. The State Educational Training Panel came to us with a request to assist them in providing educational, both soft and hard skills, for disabled veterans and veterans.  The ETP has the financial resources to back up their request 
and we expect approval for our first classes to begin in March 2009.


2. Caltrans has contacted us with a similar request looking forward to the upcoming massive infrastructure projects for California.  Caltrans is interested in preparing veterans for jobs to meet a huge shortfall in the construction workforce over the next 20 years.


3. Through Don Gonnevllle’s efforts, CalState Long Beach will sign an MOU with the Alliance to provide classroom space, parking, administrative support and professorial input to our current business development education program.

With these three pieces in place and with our partnership with Success Skills we have the ability to train our disabled veterans and veterans in hard skills (truck driver, forklift driver, etc.) and soft skills (computer related, management, supervision and entrepreneurship).   This is a valuable part of our stated mission in education for 2009.

Looking back to November, the Alliance Veteran’s Day Breakfast was an outstanding success.  Over 500 business leaders, disabled veterans, their guests, friends of the Alliance and entertainment community attended.  This was a salute to our Viet Nam veterans and we had a large contingent of Viet Nam Vets there.  A lifetime achievement award was presented to Ms. Nancy Sinatra for her great work with the USO.  Many in the audience had fond memories of USO events that Ms. Sinatra headlined.  We also honored Tommy Lasorda for all his efforts to support the veterans.  Our Veteran’s Day Breakfast event has now been established as a “signature, must go to event” for Veteran’s Day.  The Breakfast is always free to all DVBE.

Looking to the future, there are several important pieces falling into place to enhance our standing as DVBE in the business world of contracting.  The Alliance has recently been accepted into membership of The Task Force of Veterans’ Entrepreneurship (Vet Force).  This is a very high level lobbying group in Washington D.C.  The membership is made up of organizations such as VFW, Viet Nam Vets of America and 21 other groups.  We work with legislators to affect and enact legislation favorable to disabled veteran businesses.  With a new administration coming into power it is essential that we get our stamp on any legislation that will affect our ability to be successful business owners.  We will be attending meetings in February to formulate our lobbying position with the new administration.  Vet Force is also an essential part of our outreach through the National Disabled Veteran Business Council, of which, the Alliance is a charter member.

Our next big event, KTP Business Expo, is ready to accept sign-ups at www.ktpexpo.org.  The program will kick off on May 18th and run through the 19th.  We are very excited about all aspects of the program and expect a sell-out.  Business Match Making is again an integral part of the expo.  The workshops have been designed to have high impact on your business operations and early exhibitors give us satisfaction that the business community is serious about contracting with DVBE.  Sign-up early!

Remember, the Alliance is a full service membership organization that exists to provide DVBE with answers, direction, education, legislative initiatives and access to business opportunities.  There is no charge for membership because “Our members gave at the office”!

Happy New Year

Robert Brown

President

